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REPORT 
Valley Forge Commission, 1896 
‘Philadelphia, Doean be: 17, 1894 


Hon. Daniel H. Hastings, Governor, Harrisburg, Pa.: 


Dear Sir: The Valley Forge Commission respectfully begs leave 


to make this their second Biennial Report: 


The act of May 30, 1893, appropriated $25, 000, or So Heth thereof 


as might be necessary, for the “acquisition by the State of certain 
_grounds at Valley Forge for a public park” and the necessary ex- 


penses, incident thereto; and that the supplement of July 3d, 1895, 
to the above act appropriated 710,000 to pay the purchase money 


for the lands already taken by the State, and also authorized the 
- Commissioners to accept for the State “gifts of money or land and to 
permit the United States of America, or any of the states thereof to 


erect monuments or other memorials on the grounds acquired for 
said Park.” 

Under the above act and supplement thereto, the Commission, 
as shown by their report of December 6, 1894, have prosecuted their 
work to the extent to which they had available funds. During 1895 
and 1896 they attended to the trials of the appeals taken, and have 
paid all of the awards, except in the cases of E. B. English and of the 
estate of Jacob Vogdes, deceased. KE. B. English took an appeal 
which has not yet been tried. He claims a greater amount of land’ 
than that stated in the proceedings to condemn, and also a greater 
price than that awarded him by the arbitrators. to wit, the sum of 
$295. 

The heirs of the estate of Jacob Vogdes, deceased, were awarded 
$480, and all of them with a single exception—an one-eighth interest 
—agreed to donate to the State their respective shares. the Com- 
inission undertaking to pay the fees of their counsel for his services 


. rendered in this behalf. 


A deed was drawn accordingly, recitiag the gift which has been 
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executed by the Pennsylvania ‘heirs and is now in transit to the 
others—who reside in Kentucky, Dlinois, Missouri and California— 
for the same purpose. 

The increase of the verdicts over the aw ards and the expenses of 
said trials have nearly exhausted the appropriation. 

Annexed are consolidated accounts of the receipts and disburse- 
ments of the Commission to date, full detailed accounts for which 
have been rendered from time to time to the Auditor General with 
the proper vouchers duly audited and certified, showing a balance 
as stated now on hand of $186.72, which balance is deposited in the 
Bank of North America where all the funds of the Commission have 
been kept. No items of personal expenses of any Commissioner 
-* incident to the work have been paid from the State funds, though in 
. some instances these items have not been inconsiderable. 

The watchman has been attentive to his duties, and his services 
have been effective; he has been paid in full to February 17, 1896, as 
the appropriation of 1893 has been exhausted, and that of 1895 is not 
available for this purpose. Until a further appropriation is made 
he must wait for his wages, which are but $3.00 per week, and which 
“he has agreed to do. Unless such an arrangement was made, the 
grounds would necessarily be left unwatched and unprotected. 

In order that the corners and lines of the lands owned by the 
State should be well marked and defined, the Commission had pro- 
vided before the date of their first report the necessary number of 
corner and line stones to be at conveniently visible distances along 
the line, and for this purpose 35 corner and 40 line stones were. 
necessary. It was afterwards decided to postpone the setting of the 
stoaes until after all the lands were acquired. The stones are now 
stored on the lands adjacent to those of the State. 

At the last session of the Legislature no appropriation of moneys 
was made to this Commission, except such as were required to meet 
obligations at that time incurred, and for this reason no substantial 
progress has been made during the last two years. This cessation of 
the work undertaken by the State and approved by the people of the 
whole country as an indication that Pennsylvania recognizes the 
obligation imposed upon her by the possession of such histori 
grounds as those of Valley Forge and Gettysburg, is much to be re- 
gretted. The organization throughout the United States everywhere 
of Colonial and Revolutionary Societies is an evidence that the 
people are taking a deep interest in the scenes of those eventful 
‘periods. Philadelphia is expending the moneys required to restore 
Independence Hall; Connecticut has appointed a commission and 
acquired the lands where General Putman and his command were 
encamped during the winter of 1778-79 for the Putnam Memorial 
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COMMISSIONERS : 


VALLEY FORGE COMMISSION 


STRONG MAPS OR WENTIONED Lt WUODMAN'S 
: i E 7 SRANCIS M. BROOKE, President, 403-404 Bourse, Philadelphia. VALLEY FORGE 
CREATED BY ACT, MAY 80. 1893, Hd. BAILY, Phila, HENRY A. MUMLENDERG, Kending. | REVOLUTIONARY OnneRs Axo BOUNDARIES 
. HARTRANFT. Sheridan. TATTNALL PAULDING, Phila. | SHOWN IN LARGE LETTENS AND SULIDLINES 
To acquire, malutain and preserve forever LIAM J LATTA, Phila’ SAMUEL W. PENNYPACKER, Phila. | © °parcent OineRsand DOUNDASIES SHOWN 


The Recolutonary OAMP GROUND at Valley Forge, for the FREE 1G. MCOAULEY, West Chente:. WILLIAM WAYNE, Pool. Pope cease tae aes 
enjoyment of the people. 


HOLSTEIN DY HAVEN, Secretary, 617 Waluut St., Phila. | AURQADS ARE SHOWN AD NOY EXISTING 


SAML.M.GARRIQUES C.F. 
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. Camp; and Rhode Island has already made an appropriation for the 


erection of a monument to mark the grave of Lieutenant John. 
Waterman, an officer of that State, who is buried at Valley Forge 
within the lines of the encampment. Unfortunately their com- 
mission has not yet been able to secure the land where this grave is 
situated, and in the attempt of the State of Rhode Island to negotiate 
with the owner, it has encountered difficulty and inconvenience, the 
eutcome of which it is believed will be alike to the credit of Rhode 
Island, Pennsylvania and Valley Forge. The example of Rhode 
[sland will no doubt be followed by other states anxious to com- 
memorate the services of their soldiers on a field so famous as Valley 


Forge. It is of the greatest importance that the whole of the ground 


included within the encampment should be acquired by the State so 
that some general plan may be devised, just alike to all, the truth of 
history be maintained, and the marking of the localities be not left 
{o the chance of disconnected efforts. 

The effect of renewed general interest in this historic camp, fol- 
lowed by efforts upon the part of states and perhaps individuals to 
secure possession of portions of the grounds, must be to enhance 
the value of them, and this furnishes another reason why Pennsyl- 
vania would be wise to act now and not await the uncertainties of 
the future. 

Valley Forge is one ‘of the very few camps where some of the en- 
trenchments thrown up by the soldiers of the Revolution have been 
preserved substantially as they were originally. Each year, how- 
ever, brings a largely increased number cf interested visitors, and it 
has hecome the custom not only of patriotic but social and other 
organizations to make pilgrimages te Valley Forge. The Gommission 
is unable to make roads for want of means, and therefore these 
people wear paths and walks over the entrenchments themselves. ° 
With the best of motives they work an irreparable injury. 

It is hoped that in memory of the deeds of Wayne and Mifflin and 
Muhlenberg, and,the many brave men who followed them, and for 
the credit of our State, which is charged with a duty because of her 
great achievements in the past, requires that this Commission be 
supplied with the necessary funds. We therefore repeat the recom- 
mendation contained in our last repert, as follows: 

“The taking of the land yet untaken, 1s shown on the map, lying 
between the Valley Creek, the Washington Lane and the Reading 
railroad, except -the property known as Washington’s Head- 
quarters and now owned by the “Centennial Association of Valley 
Forge.” as excepted in the act creating the Commission, which un- 
taken ground comprises about two hundred and fifty acres. And 
also sufficient to make a broad avenue or driveway along the whole: 
outer line, which extended from near the Valley Creek, a few hun- 
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dred yards south of the Washington redoubt, in a southeasterly 

direction to the Schuylkill river near Port Kennedy; along which 

line nine of the fourteen brigades that -were at Valley Forge were: 
| “encamped, including troops from Pennsylvania, Virginia, Massa: 
chusetts, New York, New Jersey, New Hampshire and Vermont. 
The making of an avenue so located would effectually mark the outer 
line and also afford an opportunity for the Colonial States to per- 
manently mark the camps of their several troops. The estimated 
cost of these lands is fifty thousand dollars.” 

(They would also recommend the acquiring of such Redoibta: 
Picket Posts, Burial Places, &c., within the lines of historic interest 
as may be desirable to preserve.) 

“The act requires that the fortification and their surroundings 
should be maintained as nearly as possible in their original condi- 
tion as a military camp; and the Commission would at present 
recommend the making of such roads and paths as would make the 
entrenchments and redoubts accessible, maintaining both them and 
the roads now within the boundaries in proper condition. The estima- 
ted cost of which is ten thousand dollars, and the Commission firmly 
believe that, with the boundaries enlarged as above suggested, there 
will be neither difficulty or delay in securing the interest and effec- 
tive attention of the States and of the Nation through their several © 
constituted authorities, to this historic spot. That the Colonial 
States will permanently mark with appropriate memorials the camps 
of their several brigades, and the Nation will erect on the summit 
of Mount Joy, which is within the inner or second line of entrench- 
ments, « high, rugged, battlemented tower, surmounted with a 
colloszal bronze figure of a priyate soldier of the Revolutionary 
Army. Such a tower will afford an opportunity to see the whole 
camp ground and its surroundings, and at the same time be a land 
mark, visible in every direction for many miles.” 

For further information, a map of all that portion of the Camp 
comprised between the Schuylkill river, the -Valey creek’ and the 
Washington’ lane is annexed, which shows the redoubts, entrench- - 
ments, topography, praperty lines, &c., and on which ‘has been 
marked the boundaries of the land acquired by the State. ' 

Also a copy of the Map of the nent at Valley Forge, 
1778,” with explanatory note. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

FRANCIS M. BROOKE, 
President. ° 

HOLSTEIN ‘DelTA VEN, 
Secretary, 
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‘Statements of Receipts and Disbursements on Account of Valley 


ue Forge Appropriations. 


Appropriation May 30, 1893. 


To engineering account.... $756 20 By appropriation, ......... $25,000 00 
To real estate account,.... 20.197 38 
Por meidentals:  .dec5.c6 we se 308 53 
To legal expense, .......... 1,329 39 
To professional services,... 2,408 50 
$25,000 00 : . $25,000 00 


Appropriation July 3, 1895. 


oo ees 


To real estate account,.... $9,724 95 | By appropriation, ......... $10,000 00 
-To legal expense, .......... 139 23 | ) ; 
To cash on hand in Bank | 
of North America,........ 136°72.42 
a { s a ee Y 
$10,000 09 | $10,000 00 


Itemized accounts duly certified have been filed in the Auditor General’s . 


_-ffice for the above statements with the proper vouchers showing when, to 


whom, and for what account respectively paid. 
Philadelphia, December 17, 1896. 
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FRANCIS M. BROOKE, President, 
nats Bourse Building, Philadelphia. i 
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An ‘Kaction’ Sale. of Property: win. ‘Mark the: 
* Begloning of a, New Order of: Things—Or 
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Guart ae bears : a. From the: Philadelphia ‘Record. 


eommander-in-chief” with | hig” mar ane At v, alley Borge. he Washingto i 


avas at Valley Forge itwelf... nuinber of dwelling’ houses are “te be ‘gold ag te od 


ia erhingise one) a e os j auction at the end of. the month, These ‘sales . 


® ‘The British forees had occupied Philadelphia} 
| The. patriot army was too weak to save the § 
oly, and” the. red coats bore. down in ‘ite 
direation . the | “American Congress, lit : out 
with more haste than dignity and took refuge’ 


Mae at York, where it spent the short winter days 


“considering the sad state of affairs. — Wash- 
od ‘ington thought the British might move onto 
ae ‘York’ to start the: Congress on its travels 


(mar, again. So he camped at Valley Forge, some 
bare. ten or twelve miles north of the York turnpike, 


As the British studied the map they said to 
themselves that if they. ional for” York 


shay ;| Close a long chapter ‘ot. decline in the: history: of: 
one heh Ae the BOTS OF the chdjsboard of war. a) the picturesque old: villhge, and. the. friends of. 


the place hope that the © new. chapter’ soon to. so 


begin will. be one ‘of prosperity.” They’ have 


| ground for their hope » in ‘the public ‘part’ ‘that’ \ a ‘ 
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To the lover of old ee Fou aeD. 
Valley Forge appeals. There ate thres” mills 
long since: deserted, falling into ruins. ‘There 
are rows of deserted houses.. In a elump of 


‘bushes some broken boats lie...“ Woes 


Two of three acres make a space sufficient to | ; 
hold all that, to hold also the hotel, the two gray, Ss 


ty streets and the “for sale or: rent’’ signs ¥. S 
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